
 

 
 

Report Finds Federal Funding for Disease Prevention and Bioterrorism 
Preparedness for States Varies By Up to $41 Per Person; Alaska Receives the 

Most, Florida the Least  
 
Media contacts:  Laura Segal (202) 223-9870 x 278 or lsegal@tfah.org  
 
WASHINGTON, June 13, 2006 -- Trust for America’s Health (TFAH) released a new study 
today that finds the amount of federal funds states receive for disease prevention and 
bioterrorism preparedness ranges by more than $40 per person.  Alaska receives more than any 
other state in federal funds on a per person basis from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) at $53.36.  Florida receives the least at $11.38 per person.  The national 
average is $20.99 per capita.  The report also examines state spending for public health 
programs, finding the national average for state funding is $35 per person, ranging from $123 per 
person in Hawaii to $3.76 in Nevada. 
 
TFAH estimates it would require an additional annual investment of a minimum of $2.6 billion 
from federal and state governments to address this disparity among states. 
 
The new analysis, entitled “Shortchanging America’s Health: A State-By-State Look at How 
Federal Public Health Dollars Are Spent - 2006,” reviews key health statistics and key federal 
public health funding at a state-by-state level.  The report finds funding levels for programs 
intended to protect the health of U.S. citizens vary dramatically among states.  The study 
emphasizes that the country is falling short on achieving federally established goals for reducing 
disease and improving health, and there has not been sufficient funding to result in wide-scale 
change.   
 
“Americans deserve and should expect basic health protections, no matter where they live,” said 
Jeff Levi, PhD, Executive Director of TFAH.  “Disease rates are all over the map, and we aren’t 
systematically connecting the funding with the needs and priorities.  We need to start spending 
smarter.”   
 
A subcommittee of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Appropriations met last 
week to consider funding levels for the CDC and other health programs as it marked up the 
Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies bill.  Despite the 
subcommittee’s restoration of funding for some of the deep cuts proposed in the President’s 
Fiscal Year 2007 budget request, core discretionary programs at the CDC are still slated for cuts 
of nearly $200 million.  This leaves most health prevention and promotion programs with level 
funding, while others still received large cuts in the bill.  Bioterrorism hospital grants would be 
cut by over $8 million, while rural health programs would drop by $61 million.   The full House 
Appropriations Committee is expected to meet next week to finalize the bill. 
 
Approximately 80 percent of the funding for the CDC, the federal agency devoted to disease 
prevention and control, is distributed to state and local health agencies through grant programs.  



The distribution of the grant funds are either based on formulas, such as the population of the 
state, or through competitive processes where states apply for limited funds.  Often, CDC 
programs do not receive sufficient Congressional appropriations to fund all of the qualified states 
that apply.    
 
 

Per 
Capita 

Ranking  
State 

Per 
Capita 
Total     

1 Alaska $53.36
2 Pennsylvania $44.41
3 Maryland $43.06
4 Virginia $37.75
5 Georgia $34.93
6 Vermont $33.96
7 Wyoming $31.40
8 North Dakota $28.95
9 Rhode Island $27.63
10 Delaware $26.27
11 Massachusetts $26.21
12 New Mexico $25.87
13 West Virginia $25.63
14 Michigan $25.39
15 New York $24.39
16 South Dakota $24.17
17 Hawaii $24.07
18 Montana $23.51
19 Maine $23.35
20 North Carolina $22.41
21 Oklahoma $21.37

22 New 
Hampshire $21.23

NATIONAL AVERAGE $20.99 
23 Tennessee $20.49
24 Nebraska $19.96
25 Illinois $19.39
26 Washington $18.61
27 Utah $18.49
28 Alabama $18.40
29 Idaho $18.32
30 Colorado $18.29
31 Mississippi $18.00



32 Iowa $17.71
33 Nevada $17.63
34 Connecticut $17.19
35 Louisiana $16.96
36 New Jersey $16.78
37 South Carolina $16.42
38 Missouri $15.53
39 Arkansas $15.48
40 Oregon $15.24
41 Minnesota $14.76
42 Texas $14.28
43 Kansas $14.12
44 California $13.69
45 Arizona $12.76
46 Indiana $12.75
47 Kentucky $12.53
48 Wisconsin $12.15
49 Ohio $11.85
50 Florida $11.38

Average U.S.  $20.99
 
Among some of the key health indicators in the report, adult diabetes rates are found to range 
from 4.1 percent in Alaska to 10.9 percent in West Virginia; adult asthma rates vary from a low 
of 10.3 percent in South Dakota to 16.2 percent in Oregon; and adult hypertension rates range 
from 18.8 percent in Utah to 33.6 percent in West Virginia.  The report helps demonstrate how 
federal funding generally is not based on disease levels or needs. 
 
Some of the programs in the state-level federal funding totals for public health programs include 
cancer prevention, chronic disease prevention, diabetes control, environmental health, HIV 
prevention, immunizations, infectious diseases, bioterrorism preparedness (states and hospitals), 
health professions grants, the Ryan White 2003 AIDS CARE Act, and the Maternal and Child 
Health Block Grant.   
 
The full report with state-by-state pages of health indicators and funding information is available 
on TFAH’s Web site at www.healthyamericans.org.  The report was supported by a grant from 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.   
 
Trust for America’s Health is a non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to saving lives 
by protecting the health of every community and working to make disease prevention a national 
priority. 
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